
With over 100+ different subtypes, sarcomas are complex and varied. Leiomyosarcoma (LMS) 
represents between 17 and 20% of all sarcomas, and it’s diagnosis is complex. Sarcomas 
and LMS in particular can affect various age groups now, but has been in the past  on 
average, affecting older adults primarily.

Why Is Sarcoma  / Leiomyosarcoma (LMS) Complex?
Sarcoma's / LMS’s complexity stems from several factors:

• Wide Range of Locations and Symptoms: Sarcoma can develop in nearly any part of 
the body and can present with diverse symptoms. This variability complicates the 
diagnostic process.

• Rarity: Because sarcomas are relatively rare, not all healthcare providers may be 
familiar with their specific characteristics and treatment protocols.

• Mimicking Other Conditions: LMS can present asymptomatically or with symptoms of 
varying degrees,  which can raise the potential for a  possible misdiagnosis.

• Multidisciplinary Approach Required: Effective treatment often involves a team of 
specialists, including oncologists, surgeons, radiologists, and pathologists. Coordinating 
care among these experts can be challenging but is crucial for managing sarcoma 
effectively.

When to Seek a Second Opinion
After an Initial Diagnosis :

• Seek a second opinion to confirm the sarcoma diagnosis and understand the type and 
stage of the cancer.

• This is crucial due to the wide range of sarcoma subtypes.
• An accurate and early diagnosis significantly impacts the success of the treatment plan.
• Initial diagnoses might be made by general oncologists or surgeons; consulting a 

sarcoma specialist can provide a more accurate diagnosis and tailored 
recommendations.

If You're Unsure About Your Treatment Plan :
• Sarcoma  / LMS treatment often involves surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy.
• Consult another specialist if you have doubts about your treatment plan.
• A second opinion can offer alternative treatment options or confirm the current plan's 

efficacy.
• Different specialists may suggest varying modalities based on experience and research, 

introducing potentially newer and more effective options.
When Considering Advanced Treatments :

• Medical science continues to evolve, with new treatments like targeted therapy or 
immunotherapy having emerged, as well as combination drug therapies, that can be 
coupled with standard chemotherapy.  

• Clinical Trials now are also discussed with patients initially for consideration of all 
possible treatment pathways to best address individual cases.

• A second opinion can help you understand the benefits and risks of advanced 
treatments.
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• Emerging therapies come with complexities and potential side effects; a second opinion 
provides a balanced view to help make an informed decision.

Before Undergoing Surgery :
• Surgery is often a primary / first line treatment for LMS but can involve risks and 

challenges.
• Obtain a second opinion to gain additional insights into the surgical approach and 

potential outcomes.
• Different surgeons may use varying techniques with different success rates.
• You may benefit from pre-surgical treatments like chemotherapy or radiation, which can 

make surgery less invasive and more effective. A second opinion can help you learn 
these options.

The Benefits of a Second Opinion
Accuracy in Diagnosis:

• The primary benefit of a second opinion is ensuring the accuracy of your diagnosis.
• Again, Sarcoma / LMS is rare and complex; even experienced doctors might miss key 

details.
• A second opinion confirms the diagnosis and ensures no critical information is 

overlooked, especially for rarer sarcoma subtypes.
• Accurate staging and grading are essential for determining the most effective 

treatment strategy.
• Misdiagnosis or incorrect staging can lead to inappropriate treatment, potentially 

reducing the chances of a successful outcome.
Complete Treatment Options:

• A second opinion broadens your understanding of available treatment options.
• Different specialists may have varying approaches, helping you make an informed 

decision.  You are part of your care team, and your perspectives and decision are 
part of the final decision making process for your care and treatment.

• This is important if your current treatment plan seems limited or overly aggressive.
• New research and clinical trials continually emerge; a second opinion might introduce 

you to the latest treatments not widely available.
• Access to a broader range of treatment options can significantly impact your prognosis.

Peace of Mind:
• One of the most valuable benefits of a second opinion is the peace of mind it 

provides.
• Exploring all avenues and consulting multiple experts can reassure and build 

confidence in your treatment plan.
• This emotional comfort can be invaluable during a stressful time.
• Peace of mind positively affects overall well-being and mental health, crucial for a 

successful cancer treatment journey.Your health is everything - prioritize your 
well-being today.

Gather Your Medical Records :



• Collect all medical records, including initial diagnosis, test results, and treatment plans.
• Provide a complete picture of your condition to the second specialist.
• Include imaging studies, pathology reports, and previous consultations.
• Complete records save time and ensure that no important details are missed, leading to 

a more accurate and tailored second opinion.
• You might be able to have a Telemedicine / Telehealth consultation with a Sarcoma 

Specialist, depending on the rules of the Sarcoma Center and its  location in the 
country, as well as depending on the Sarcoma Specialist’s medical licensure rules 
for patient consultations to be provided.

Knowing When to Get a Second Opinion for Sarcoma 
Receiving a diagnosis of sarcoma cancer, a rare type affecting connective tissues like muscles 
and nerves, can be overwhelming. It's crucial to get the right diagnosis and treatment.  

Accurate identification of the sarcoma/ and confirming LMS as the official diagnosis is essential 
for progressing to the right /most effective treatment plan. 

Why Is Sarcoma / LMS Complex? 
The complexity stems from several factors: 

• Wide Range of Locations and Symptoms: Sarcoma can develop in nearly any part of the 
body and can present with diverse symptoms. This variability complicates the diagnostic 
process. 

• Rarity: Because sarcomas are relatively rare, not all healthcare providers may be familiar 
with their specific characteristics and treatment protocols. 

• Mimicking Other Conditions: Sarcomas can present symptoms similar to less severe 
conditions, which can lead to misdiagnosis. 

• Multidisciplinary Approach Required: Effective treatment often involves a team of 
specialists, including oncologists, surgeons, radiologists, and pathologists. Coordinating 
care among these experts can be challenging but is crucial for managing sarcoma 
effectively. 

When to Seek a Second Opinion 
After an Initial Diagnosis : 
• Seek a second opinion to confirm the sarcoma diagnosis and understand the type and stage 

of the cancer. 
• This is crucial due to the wide range of sarcoma subtypes. 
• An accurate and early diagnosis significantly impacts the success of the treatment plan. 
• Initial diagnoses might be made by general oncologists or surgeons; consulting a sarcoma 

specialist can provide a more accurate diagnosis and tailored recommendations. 
If You're Unsure About Your Treatment Plan : 
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• Sarcoma treatment often involves surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy. 
• Consult another specialist if you have doubts about your treatment plan. 
• A second opinion can offer alternative treatment options or confirm the current plan's 

efficacy. 
• Different specialists may suggest varying modalities based on experience and research, 

introducing potentially newer and more effective options. 
When Considering Advanced Treatments : 
• Medical science is evolving, with new treatments like targeted therapy or immunotherapy 

being developed. 
• A second opinion can help you understand the benefits and risks of advanced treatments. 
• Emerging therapies come with complexities and potential side effects; a second opinion 

provides a balanced view to help make an informed decision. 
Before Undergoing Surgery : 
• Surgery is often a primary treatment for sarcoma but involves risks and challenges. 
• Obtain a second opinion to gain additional insights into the surgical approach and potential 

outcomes. 
• Different surgeons may use varying techniques with different success rates. 
• Some sarcomas may benefit from pre-surgical treatments like chemotherapy or radiation, 

which can make surgery less invasive and more effective. A second opinion can help you 
learn these options. 

The Benefits of a Second Opinion 
Accuracy in Diagnosis : 
• The primary benefit of a second opinion is ensuring the accuracy of your diagnosis. 
• Sarcoma is rare and complex; even experienced doctors might miss key details. 
• A second opinion confirms the diagnosis and ensures no critical information is overlooked, 

especially for rarer sarcoma subtypes. 
• Accurate staging and grading are essential for determining the most effective treatment 

strategy. 
• Misdiagnosis or incorrect staging can lead to inappropriate treatment, potentially reducing 

the chances of a successful outcome. 
Complete Treatment Options : 
• A second opinion broadens your understanding of available treatment options. 
• Different specialists may have varying approaches, helping you make an informed 

decision. 
• This is important if your current treatment plan seems limited or overly aggressive. 
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• New research and clinical trials continually emerge; a second opinion might introduce you 
to the latest treatments not widely available. 

• Access to a broader range of treatment options can significantly impact your prognosis. 
Peace of Mind : 
• One of the most valuable benefits of a second opinion is the peace of mind it provides. 
• Exploring all avenues and consulting multiple experts can reassure and build confidence in 

your treatment plan. 
• This emotional comfort can be invaluable during a stressful time. 
• Peace of mind positively affects overall well-being and mental health, crucial for a 

successful cancer treatment journey.Your health is everything - prioritize your 
well-being today. 

Gather Your Medical Records  - Your oncologist should help you in this and welcomes 
second opinions, understanding such need for Patient support . . . . 
• Collect all medical records, including initial diagnosis, test results, and treatment plans. 
• Provide a complete picture of your condition to the second specialist. 
• Include imaging studies, pathology reports, and previous consultations. 
• Complete records save time and ensure that no important details are missed, leading to a 

more accurate and tailored second opinion. 
Schedule a Consultation : 
• Contact the Sarcoma Center of choice nearest to you if possible, and set up a second 

opinion consultation with a Sarcoma Specialist.   
• CONTACT THIS FOUNDATION FOR ASSISTANCE IF YOU NEED HELP:  FOR 

IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE:  CONTACT: Annie Achee or Mitch Achee, MD  at 303 
808-3437 our 24/7 LMS LIFELINE HOTLINE. 

• Our team is committed to providing timely and thorough evaluations. 
• Telemedicine consultations are available for those who cannot visit in person, ensuring 

access to expert opinions regardless of location. 
Ask the Right Questions 
During your consultation, make sure to ask pertinent questions. Some questions to consider 
include: 

• What are the different treatment options available for my type of sarcoma? 
• What are the risks and benefits of each treatment option? 
• How many cases of sarcoma have you treated? 
• What are the expected outcomes of the recommended treatment? 
• Are there any clinical trials available that I might be eligible for? 



Asking detailed questions can help you gain a deeper understanding of your condition and the 
rationale behind the recommended treatments. This can empower you to make informed 
decisions about your care. 

TAKEAWAY . . .  . 
Seeking a second opinion for sarcoma cancer is not just a precautionary step but a crucial part of 
ensuring you receive the best possible care – with a specifically tailored approach to your 
treatment and needs. 

If you're facing an LMS diagnosis, don't hesitate to seek a second opinion. It could make all the 
difference in your cancer journey. 


